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and  did his best to retain Henry and Wolsey on
his side.    Bribes and pensions flowed freely from
France  upon   English   councillors,   the  inviolable
love   of   Henry  and   Francis,   alike   in   gallantry
and   age,   was   insisted   upon   again   and   again ;
the   three-year-old   Princess   Mary   was   referred
to  always  as   Dauphiness   and   future   Queen   of
France,    though   when   the   little    Dauphin   was
spoken   of as  future   King  of England,   Henry's
subjects pulled a wry face and cursed all French-
men.    A meeting between  the  two  allies,  which
for  its  splendour  should  surpass  all   other  regal
displays,   was   constantly   urged   by   the   French
hostages in   England  by order  of Francis,   as  a
means   of  showing   to   the  world  that  he  could
count  upon   Henry.    To  the  latter   the   meeting
was agreeable as a tribute to his power,  and as
a satisfaction to his love of show, and to Wolsey
it was useful as enhancing his sale value in the
eyes   of  two   lavish  bidders*     To   Charles,   who
shared   none  of the  frivolous  tastes   of  his  rival
sovereigns,   it only  appealed  as a design  against
him to be forestalled and defeated.    When, there-
fore, the preparations for the Field of the Cloth
of  Gold   were   in   full   swing   early  in   the year
1520,   Charles,  by a brilliant though   risky move
such as his father Philip would have loved, took
the first step to win  England to his side in the
now   inevitable   struggle   for   supremacy  between
the   Empire   and   France.      Whilst   he   was   still
wrangling with his indignant Castilian parliament
in   March,   Charles  sent   envoys   to   England   to
propose a friendly meeting with Henry whilst on
his way by sea from Spain  to Flanders*    It was